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Service of  life for 

VERNON GERLACH 

January 8, 2021 

GREETING AND PRAYER 

In the name of the Father and of the Son  and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

We have come together to seek God’s comfort in our sorrow and to rejoice in 
the promise of the resurrection. Grace and peace to you from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, who said, “Come to me, all who are weary and 
burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus, you wept at the grave of your friend Lazarus, and you consoled 
Mary and Martha in their distress. Draw near to us who mourn for Vernon 
Gerlach, and dry the tears of all who weep. Calm our troubled hearts, dispel 
our doubts and fears, and lead us to praise you for having brought him to 
faith. In your rising from the dead, you conquered death and opened the 
gates to eternal life. Strengthen us with your Word, and lead us through this 
earthly life until at last we are united with you and all the saints in glory 
everlasting. Amen. 

PSALM 23 

The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want.  
He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still 
waters. 
He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his 
name’s sake.  
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no 
evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me.  
Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou 
anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over.  
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will 
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.  

Word spoken 
by the minister 

are printed in 
normal text. 

Congregation 
responses are 

in bold. 
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HYMN  I’m But a Stranger Here 
  Christian Worship 417 

RESURRECTION COMFORT 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who comforts us in 
all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort 
we ourselves have received from God. The apostle Paul writes to the Romans: 
“The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our 
Lord.” Jesus gives us this comfort: “I am the resurrection and the life. He who 
believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes 
in me will never die.” Death has been swallowed up in victory! Thanks be to 
God! 

He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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When Christ, who is our life, appears, 

Then we also will appear with him in glory. 

We will be before the throne of God 

And serve him day and night in his temple. 

Never again will we hunger; 

Never again will we thirst. 

For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be our shepherd; he will lead us 
to springs of living water. 

And God will wipe away every tear from our eyes. 

Let us pray. 

God of all grace, you sent your Son Jesus to destroy the power of death and 
to open the kingdom of heaven to all believers. Make us certain that because 
he lives, we too shall live. Comfort us with your promise that neither death 
nor life nor things present nor things to come shall be able to separate us 
from your love which is in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN  God’s Word is Our Great Heritage 
  Christian Worship 293 
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SCRIPTURE LESSONS Luke 2:8-14 
8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch 
over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 
for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to 
you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby 
wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 13 Suddenly a great company of the 
heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 14 “Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

 Matthew 28:1-10 

1 After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene 
and the other Mary went to look at the tomb. 2 There was a violent 
earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to 
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like 
lightning, and his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of 
him that they shook and became like dead men. 5 The angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, who was 
crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place 
where he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the 
dead and is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I 
have told you.” 8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled 
with joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” 
he said. They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus 
said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there 
they will see me.” 

 Roman 8:1-2, 18, 28-39 

1 Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2 
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the 
law of sin and death. 

18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the 
glory that will be revealed in us. 

28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to his purpose. 29 For those God 
foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that 
he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, 
he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also 
glorified. 31 What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who 
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can be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for 
us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33 
Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God 
who justifies. 34 Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more 
than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or 
sword? 36 As it is written: “For your sake we face death all day long; we are 
considered as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37 No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38 For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the 
future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ 
Jesus our Lord. 

HYMN  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 
  Christian Worship 152 
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SERMON Job 19:23-27 

23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, that they were written on a scroll, 24 that 
they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, or engraved in rock forever! 25 I 
know that my Redeemer lives, and that in the end he will stand upon the 
earth. 26 And after my skin has been destroyed, yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27 I myself will see him with my own eyes—I, and not another. How my heart 
yearns within me!” 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried. He descended into hell. The third day he 
rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 
hand of God the Father almighty. From there he will come to judge the 
living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, the communion of 
saints; the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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HYMN  On My Heart Imprint Your Image 
  Christian Worship 320 

PRAYERS 

Almighty God, we praise you for the great company of saints who have 
finished their lives in faith and now rest from their labors. We remember 
especially our loved one, Vernon Gerlach, whom you have redeemed by the 
blood of your Son and received as your dear child through Holy Baptism. We 
thank you for giving him to us as a companion on our earthly pilgrimage. In 
your compassion, comfort all who are sad in this hour. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

We praise you for your love in Christ, which sustains us in life and death. In 
our earthly sorrows, help us find strength in the fellowship of the church, joy 
in the forgiveness of sins, and hope in the resurrection to eternal life. Lord, in 
your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 
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You do not leave us comfortless but strengthen and care for us through your 
Word and sacrament. You give us family, friends, and neighbors to help when 
there is loneliness now and in the days to come. Brighten our future with a 
firm trust in your promises and care. Lord, in your mercy, 

Hear our prayer. 

Remove our fears, and make us bold to pray with confidence as our Savior 
has taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

THE BLESSING 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and  give you peace. 

Amen. 
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HYMN  Our God, Our Help in Ages Past 
  Christian Worship 441 

     

Preaching Minister Jon D. Buchholz 

Presiding Minister Pastor Dan Pautz 

Organist Kevin Bode 

Serving at Memorial 
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VERNON SAMUEL GERLACH 

October 24, 1922—December 22, 2020 

Vernon Gerlach, born on October 24, 1922, 
and shortly thereafter baptized in Alpena, 
Michigan, was the oldest child of Adeline 
and Adolph Gerlach, who was then a teacher 
in a local Lutheran elementary school. In 1935 
Vernon was confirmed and later graduated 
from St. Paul's Lutheran School in Arlington, 
Minnesota. Following graduation, he 
enrolled in what was then the high school 
department of Dr. Martin Luther College in New Ulm, Minnesota, from 
which he graduated in 1939. His education continued the next two years at 
Northwestern College in Watertown, Wisconsin, before he returned to 
DMLC, from which he graduated in 1942. 

Vernon's plans to resume studies at Northwestern, making him eligible for a 
call as a Wisconsin Synod pastor, changed when the Synod directed him to 
teach at its one-room school in West Salem, Michigan. After one year, he 
received a call to start a school for a mission congregation in a Detroit suburb, 
where he taught for the next four years. During that time, he married the 
former Betty Schweppe, who during their first year of marriage taught at the 
same school. 

The following year Vernon accepted a call to restart a Lutheran elementary 
school in Red Wing, Minnesota, that had been closed for 30 years. He taught 
there and served as the school principal for seven years before accepting a call 
in 1954 to teach at Bethany Lutheran College in Mankato, Minnesota. Three 
years later, the Gerlachs remained in Mankato after Vernon was called to 
serve as the principal and teacher of grades 7-8 at Immanuel Lutheran School.  

The worsening of an arthritic condition and advice from doctors at the Mayo 
Clinic to seek a warm climate prompted a move to Phoenix in the summer of 
1958. An absence of vacancies in the area's Lutheran schools led Vernon to 
begin teaching in a local public school. During that time, he earned a doctoral 
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degree in education from Arizona State University, and in 1963, he joined the 
University's faculty. Other than the 1972-73 academic year, when he taught at 
the University of Minnesota, Vernon remained a member of the ASU faculty 
until he retired in 1990. 

Vernon and his family joined Emmanuel Lutheran Church after moving to 
Tempe in 1964. Since then, his efforts on behalf of the church and Synod have 
included, among many other activities, teaching Bible classes; serving on the 
church council, including a term as the congregation's president; serving as 
the congregation's delegate to the Arizona Lutheran Academy federation 
assembly; serving on the congregation’s organ selection committee; serving 
on ALA's board of directors; serving on the Synod's Arizona-California 
District Worship Committee; and writing occasionally for The Northwestern 
Lutheran.  

Vernon has joined Betty, who was called home to Heaven in 2012.  
He is survived by four children, Douglas (Susan), David (Sue), William 
(Judy), and Becky McClellan, six grandchildren, four great-grandchildren, a 
brother (Rev. Joel Gerlach) and a sister (Beata Gerbitz). 

A Christian funeral service is being held Friday, January 8, at Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church in Tempe, Arizona, at 1:00 p.m. that can be accessed online 
at elctempe.org/funeral 

Memorials can be directed to: 

Betty Schweppe-Gerlach Scholarship Fund for students at Martin Luther 
College. 

elctempe.org/funeral


 

T 
he Mission and Objectives of Emmanuel Lutheran Church are to share 
the truth and love of God’s saving Word, and our personal faith in 
that Word, within our church, our community, and the world, 

through active involvement by all our members, specifically: 

• To preach, by proclaiming the Word of God, as we worship and 
praise God in a loving Christian atmosphere; 

• To teach, by fostering an ongoing increase in knowledge and 
maturity in God’s Word; 

• To reach, by sharing the Gospel of God’s Word with all people, and 
to do so; 

• By each member actively participating in the Mission and Objectives. 
 

Pastor Jon D. Buchholz 
jonbuchholz@msn.com • (602) 377-1915 

Pastor Justin H. Gran 
granjh@gmail.com • (480) 826-9078 

Pastor Daniel D. Pautz 
pdpautz@cox.net • (480) 766-2994 

Principal John Campbell 
jcampbell@elstempe.org • (480) 234-9686 

Church Secretary Diana Brocard 
church@elctempe.org • (480) 967-3983 

E 
mmanuel Lutheran Church is a member of the Wisconsin Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod (WELS). We are united in faith and teaching with the 
other churches of the Wisconsin Synod as well as the churches of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 

ABOUT US 

715 West Southern Avenue 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 

(480) 967-3983 church • (480) 967-3991 school • (480) 967-2809 fax 
church@elctempe.org 

www.elctempe.org 
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